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N a former Paper I touch’d upon the Art of Pre- 
ferring; 1 thall now try to Regulate the feveral 
Claims and Pretenfions of Merit, and adminifter 
fome confularory Remedies to it, under the cri- 
tical Circumftances of Delay and Dijappeintment. 
Merit is of two Sorts, Aitive and Paffive: By Puffive 


) Merit 1 mean little more than an Ability or Capacity to 


ferye the Publick ; which either coldnefs of Inclination, 
love of Solitude, averfion to Parties, excefs of Mo- 
defy, or want of a thorough Knowledge of a Man’s 
Self, and of being known to others, hath fecluded from 


) the Hurry of Affairs, and buried in Obfcurity and Re- 
 tirement.. Whoever is Mafter of this fort of Merit, 
9 can make out but a flender Title for himfelf to the Fa- 
® vours of the Government, under which he lives. He 
has very little Reafon to complain of having no Call ; 
and the Pride of a retined Vertue, or tle Pleafure he’ 


may take in hoarding his Talents, and hiding them 

under Ground. ought not to betray him into a_ fplena- 

tick UneafinefS, or furnifh him with fevere RefleCtions 

on the State, when he fees a lefs deferving Man pre- 

ferr'd before him ; much lefs fhould it take him off 
from doing his Duty in a private Station, when he 

may fhine in common Life, and, that way, ferve his * 
Country, by being true to its Interefts, tho’ not ac- 

quainted with its Secrets. It is withthe Body Polutick, 

as with the Bedy Natural ; thofe Members which are 

furtheft from the Head, are not the Jeaft Ufeful and 

Neceflary. Inftead of Repining, becaufé he is not in 

Favour, he fhould rather look upon himfelf as a Cri- 

minal, and an Offender againft the Publick, by neg- 

lecting to exert himfelf, when he might be ferviceable ; 

whereby a Weight is fecretly convey’d out of the right 

Scale, and a good Caufe made weaker-than otherwife-it 

would have been. 

By Aélive. Merit 1 underftand, not -only the Power 
and Ability to ferve, but, the aélual Exercife of any 
one or more Vertues, for promoting the Good of one’s 
Country, and a_ long and fleddy Courfe of real Endea- 
yours to appear Ufeful in a Government ; or where a 
Verfon, eminently qualified for Publick Affairs, diftin- 
guifhes himfelf in fome critical Jundture, and at the Ex- 
pence of his Eafe and Fortune, or with the hazard of 
is Perfon, expofes himfelf to the Malice of'a defigning 
attion, by thwarting their wicked Purpofes, and con- 
ributing to the Safety, Repofe and Welfare of a Peo- 
le. Such a Charaster pleads the ftrongeft Claim to the 
avours of the Government; and no wife State will 
vith-hold the Reward, becaufe the Obligations of Duty 
ue valid without it. The greateft Men in all Ages,. 

ho have been entrufted with the Care of the Publick, 
bwe their Honours, Fortunes, and deathlefs Reputa- 
on, to that Justice, which Mankind are naturally in- 
ined to do their high Vertues, and fignal Services ; and, 
a return, they fhould imitate the {ame generous Tem- 
per, in doing Juftice to thofe, who come neareft to 
Heir own » by any fubordinate Vertue, and 
cordingly rank them neareit themfelves in Station and 
mployment, «lf they are not knowing enough to dif 
ver, Or not paw £ enough to acknowledge true 
won, they thereby invalidate their own Title, weaken 
. good ufe they are engaged in, encourage Faétion 
id Sedition, betray a Weaknefs, inconfiftent with Wif- 






dom, render their Integrity fufpected, and ftrike away 
the Props. which fiopott heir aii Grandeur and Re- 
nown, 

But however juft and equitable the Pretenfions of 

rit may be, yet fince the Reward is a Matter of Grace, 
and not of Right, at leaft with regard to the Perfon, it 
cannot be expeéted that a State fhould part with its Pro- 
rogative, in the choice of thofe whe are to wear it} 
Favours. “It ought not to prefer Vice to Vertue, In- 
famy to Vertue, but yet is Abfolute and Supreme in its 
Judgment of the feveral Candidates ; and among many 
vertuous and deferving, may beftow the Prize where- 
ever it pleafes. We muft not tepine at fach a Dif- 
appointment, nor complain of any Hardfhips in a Cafe, 
of which we are by no means ptoper Judges. We may 
be partial to our felves, and over-rate our own Per- 
formances, or look upon the Partners of our Labours 
to be now the Rivals of our Ambition, and treat them 
accordingly : But when thofe above us have pronounc’d 
the Difference, we ought to acquiefce; and fo long as 
Men, of the fame honeft Principles with our felves, 
have the Management of Affairs, fhould make out 
felves eafie ; sid though they march before us, go om 
chearfully in purfuing the true Intereft of our Country.4 

Whoever has a Claim of Merit, ought to be heard 
with Patience, whilft he pleads it in the Language of _ 
Duty, and in Terms becoming a good Subject; but 
where the Candidate deviates into a Dun and Bully, and 
infults his Superiors, with Romantick Accounts of his 
own Services, with falfe Muffers of his Dependents, 
and boafted Reprefentations of his Power ; not with- 
out fome Hints of Defertion, or downright Menaces of 
Difguit, and a Refolution (in cafe of a Repufe) to go 
over to the Enemy ; fuch a Pretender to Merit, which 





. he has not, forfeits all that he had, and the Reward 


that was due to him for it: He ought to be artfully 
mortified and difappointed, in order to be obliged 
with the Knowledge of Himfelf : For no Falfe Ballance 
is fo great an Abomination, as that in which a Man 
weighs his own Merit ; and impofes himfelf as a bad 
Bargain upon the Publick. 

A Man of true Merit ought rather to recommend 
himfelf by the Opinion and good Words of others, 
than by his own ; and indeed, without this Teftimony, 
they who have an Eye to the Revenue, and not to the 
Employment, or want to be Jn, before they ifie 
themfelves, my Se apt to miftake the verieft Trifles in 
the World for Merit, and to imagine, that haunting of 
Levees, and making of Bows, are extraordinary Services 
to a State : Whence I have known a worthlefs Wretch 
urge it as a Matter of publick Concern and Confe- 
quence, that he had follow’d a Noble Lord two whole 
Years, and never got any thing. But where the con- 
current Voice of many good Men can atteft the Ver- 
tues, the Sufferitigs, or Services of an abfent Candidate, 
this Recommendation furpaffles the Rhetorick of the 
moft artful-Addrefs, and the High Flights of a thoufand 
Humble Pctitions. ; 

We muft hor mingle private ‘Pique with true Merit 
nor make Malice the foundation of our Claim, and 
meafure of our Pretenfions. Suppofe we could, with 
a reafonable Affurance, point out a Man in publick 
Pofts, not fo conftant in his Principles, nor fo emi- 
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ent, for iis Abilities and Services, as our felves ; 
yet @iis* gwes us rio Title to his Preferments, nor 
arrants our Defigns to fepplant him; or fuppofe we 
could prove »»where-the ick . Fayours.. been 
beftowd as an Equivalent for changing Sides, or as 
a valuable Confideration to pervert a dangerous 
Statefmaft to Honefty: “Thefe Jomeefiions ate a bold 
Venture, and may be ill-grounded, and then our Plea 
leromesa Libel upon the Government: For the Man 
who is retain’d, as we fuppofe, by Bribery, may be a 
real Convert ; and he, ndkban in Cornpatibon yrith our 
felves we are fo ready to undervalue, may be better 
known to others than we are, and weigh’d more im- 
partially by the proper Judges of anothers Merit, than 
we can be, whit we determine in Favour of our own. 
So that by this way of arguing, we accufé ‘the State in- 
fead of recommending our felves,.and lofe all the 
Merit of real Services, by making Reflegtions inftead of 
Addrefies, and difclofing the Nakednefs of our Po- 
Vitical Parents.” But wemuft not makeour way to Court 
by jaftling every Bod ~ 4 lands before.us, or imagine 
we tall be able.to carn bing to the Strength of our 
own. Title, by finding a Flay in that 6£ others, Nor 
can these be any que, more unpardonable Crime, in the 
way .of Infolence,: than, for us.to entertain fach high 
Thonghts.of our felves,asto fuppofe that the Govern- 
ment.is defective, till we are taken care of. 
. Mer degenexates into.a Nufance ; and: may be juftly 
look’d-upon as dangerous. to a State, when it 1s: permit- 
to Carve for itfelf, and to be its own. Pay-mefer. 
muift diftinguith. between a Demand and a Petition; 
mouft be modeft.in our. Expectations, and frugal in our 
Appetites,; The Neceflines of the Publick are to be 
coniider'd; and we fhould have a care how we expofe 
aur felves by afpring.to more than is confiffent with 
the Claims of others, equally deferving and worthy 
the Norige and Favour of rhe Government. We ought 
emtirely/te fubmit our felves-to the | of .thofe 
above us, tor the adjufting. our feveral Pretenfions, and 
fertling the Proportion hetween the Merit and the Re- 
wad. No Creature, of «never fo finall a Value and 
Gonfequence to the Publick, need defpair. of a recep- 
tiont fuitable'to its Merits, from thofe, whofe Honours 
and high Stations area Clear Proof, that whenever the 
Choice of the Crown is Free, it is at the fame time 
equally Upright and Unerring ; nor can we fuppofe, 
that they, who find their Intereft.in fo bright an Ex- 
ample, will decline to follow it. 

A Mafter of true Merit will not prefame to affix a 
Date xo his Promotion, nor murmur and repine at any 
Delays.and Difappointments; many of whigh are fome- 
runes unforefeen and unavoidable ; and others depend 
7 ns of. State, not fo proper to be communi- 
cared Px 
exegution, of any good Purpofe and Defigu, is Criminal 
apd ot. fatal Confequence ;: but the ferung of the Re- 
ward at fome diftance from the: Service, may be as 

able to Human, as it is to Divine Wifiom and 

- Perhaps we do not diftruft our felyes, becaufe 

we do not know our {elves ; but others, who know us 
better, may think it for our own, as well as for the 
ick Good, to Tempt us yes Fae, and put our 

city ro the laft and fevereft Tryal._ iy ho gives 
foonefi; may;make a Merit by redoubling his Favours ; 
but mio witholds them, till every Doubt and Cau- 
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But whatever be the Hue of o pes and Endea- 
vours, whatever Snccefs attends our Services and Fide- 


geraffination:iv any Point.of Duty, or in the. 


lity to the Publick, we mui never forgo our Vertue 
for the fake of any Misfortunes or Difappointmenrs ;, 
this Lite) When we have made fure of one World, y,, 
ought aot to forfeit our Intereftin bothy by attempr,, 
to makevour Court: atier fo aukward a manner to the 
mo{t Contemptible of the Two. There breaths no, ; 
Creature fo defpicable, as is*that Wretch, who $a... 
fices his Principles to private Pique, to Revenge an) 
Difappoinment, or the Gzprice of his-Fortune. Whe-. 
ever Satyr finds this Mark, fhe need not brand rh. 
Guilty Head with any other. There is a wicked Bravery 
of Soul even among the moft harden’d Villains, wh;-) 
difains fuch Cowardice and Weaknefs. Vertue mui 
be an.empty Name indeed, when its Profeffors thal] }, 
allow’d to fet up their Votes to Auttion, and difpofe of 
their Confciences by Inch of Candle. But this is a trize 
Subjeét, and every Pagan Writer, however otherwig 
Ignorant and Immoral, could find common Senfe enough 
to furnith him with Investives againft Apoftacy trom 
Truth, upon the matives of Intereft and Advantage ; 
of which whoever can be guilty, and own it, nee 
havemo, other Devil, to attend and Tempr him for the 
future, but himfelf ; 


Whilf? Honc/ty is ill the fame, 
Whether it nia or lofe the Game ; 
True as the Dial to the Sun, 
Aitho’ it be not {bin'd upon. 


Before I leave this Subject, 1 cannot but take notice 
of a late Promtion in the Church, which was beflow’ 
with fuch peculiar Marks of Royal Favour, and fo much 


to the Satisfaction of all thofeé, who confider’d the Pe.. 


fon preferr'd as a Sufferer, in Company with the Church 
and the Prerogative ; and who may now be convinc’d, 
that an honeff Zeal for Religion, anan unfurmountable 
Courage in oppofing the Innovations of a few Bigois 
to Anarchy, who would have remov'd the old Lani. 
mark between Religion and Policy, Supremacy and Syb- 
jettion, fhall not pafs unrewarded. ‘4 is to be hop, 
that the Publifhers of Mew Homilies will meet witha 
worfe Fate than the Defender of the Old Ones ; or that 
all thofe Sons of Clamour and Coffufion, who pour 
forth the Venom of their foul Mouths upon this Gentle. 
man, becaufe he furnifhed a happy Incident in te 
wonderful Progrefs of a good Cane were as well pre- 
pard to Repent, as every true Churchman is to py, 
that God may forgive them. 
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